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Expression of Interest (EUROPE)
2017 Sanctioned Competition 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

	Country
	





In order to determine the entries and qualifiers for competition events in 2017, we would like you to complete the following expression of interest form. This will enable the BISFed Competition Committee to allocate entry slots to the various competitions as described in the BISFed Competition System Strategy. 

The purpose of this form is for you to identify which events you are able to attend in 2017 and at these events, which classes you would like to participate in. You should complete this based on your anticipated budget for 2017 and based on the players that you are working with in your respective national programmes. We would encourage you not to simply ask for a slot to attend every event in every class unless you are actually able to do so. 

To assist you with your decision making, a brief summary of the Competition System is included as Appendix 1. For more details, please refer to: http://www.bisfed.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Competition-System-Formatted_FINAL.pdf 

While this expression of interest will ask you about all of the events in 2017, it does not constitute a formal offer of a place. Slots will be allocated from December 2016 onwards once all member nations have submitted their expressions of interest and at this point we will provide a further update on the world ranking system that will be used to allocate slots.  Only at this stage will formal offers for events be made. 

This form should be completed and returned to BISFed as soon as possible, but not later than 12:00PM (noon) GMT, 16 December 2016.  Please return to Rich Mallon admin@bisfed.com and Dominique Tremblay operations@bisfed.com.



REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS - Povoa de Varzim, Portugal - 17th to 24th June 2017
Do you wish to express your interest in the following events?

	Event
	Please answer YES or NO

	Team BC1/2
	

	Pair BC3
	

	Pair BC4
	



If you answered NO to any of the events above, do you wish to express your interest in the corresponding INDIVIDUAL ONLY events? (i.e. you don’t have an eligible pair but wish to register an individual). 

When answering YES, please identify the number of individuals you wish to enter. 

	Event
	Please answer YES or NO
	Number of Individuals

	BC1
	
	

	BC2
	
	

	BC3
	
	

	BC4
	
	



WORLD OPEN - Seville, Spain - 31st July to 7th August
Do you wish to express your interest in the following events?

	Event
	Please answer YES or NO

	Team BC1/2
	

	Pair BC3
	

	Pair BC4
	



If you answered NO to any of the events above, do you wish to express your interest in the corresponding INDIVIDUAL ONLY events? (i.e. you don’t have an eligible pair but wish to register an individual). 

When answering YES, please identify the number of individuals you wish to enter. 

	Event
	Please answer YES or NO
	Number of Individuals

	BC1
	
	

	BC2
	
	

	BC3
	
	

	BC4
	
	





WORLD OPEN - Non-European Events
For eligible sides, there may be an opportunity to attend a World Open held in either Asia or America. To attend you must be registered to attend the World Open held in Europe in the equivalent class/event. 

Do you wish to express your interest in the following events? If YES which region would you PREFER to attend?

	Event
	Please answer YES or NO
	If YES, please answer ASIA or AMERICAS

	Team BC1/2
	
	

	Pair BC3
	
	

	Pair BC4
	
	



If you answered NO to any of the events above, do you wish to express your interest in the corresponding INDIVIDUAL ONLY events? (i.e. you don’t have an eligible pair but wish to register an individual). 

When answering YES, please identify the region and the number of individuals you wish to enter. 

	Event
	Please answer YES or NO
	If YES please answer ASIA or AMERICAS
	Number of Individuals

	BC1
	
	
	

	BC2
	
	
	

	BC3
	
	
	

	BC4
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REGIONAL OPENS - Barcelona, Spain - 13th to 20th April
  - Poznan, Poland - 5th to 10th July

There will be two Regional Opens held in Europe in 2017. Nations will be allocated to one of the two events based on their ranking, their geographical location and their preferred event. 

Do you wish to express your interest in the following events? If YES which event would you PREFER to attend?

	Event
	Please answer YES or NO
	If YES, please answer BARCELONA or POZNAN

	Team BC1/2
	
	

	Pair BC3
	
	

	Pair BC4
	
	



If you answered NO to any of the events above, do you wish to express your interest in the corresponding INDIVIDUAL ONLY events? (i.e. you don’t have an eligible pair but wish to register an individual). 

When answering YES, please identify the region and the number of individuals you wish to enter. 

	Event
	Please answer YES or NO
	If YES please answer BARCELONA or POZNAN
	Number of Individuals

	BC1
	
	
	

	BC2
	
	
	

	BC3
	
	
	

	BC4
	
	
	



When you have completed the form it should be returned to BISFed as soon as possible, but not later than 12:00PM (noon) GMT, 16 December 2016.  Please return to Rich Mallon admin@bisfed.com and Dominique Tremblay operations@bisfed.com.


Appendix 1 - Competition System Principles

1. Type of Event
There are four types of event:
a) World Championships or Paralympic Games
b) Regional Championships
c) World Open
d) Regional Open

For world ranking purposes, the events will be weighted in the order listed above, where World Championships or Paralympic Games will be awarded the most world ranking points and a Regional Open will be awarded the fewest world ranking points. 

2. Ranking Period
Events held between 1st January 2016 and 31st December 2017 will be eligible for qualification to the 2018 World Championships

Events held between 1st January 2017 and 31st December 2018 will be eligible for qualification to the 2019 Regional Championships

3. Event Eligibility
The competition system will operate a ranking system which uses a sides four best results (ranking point totals) over a two year qualification period (see above). 

A side’s world ranking must:
a) include the highest ranking points total from either
i. latest World Championships (if attended) OR;
ii. latest Regional Championships (if attended).
b) include no more than three events from either
i. latest World Open(s), up to a maximum of two results;
ii. latest Regional Open(s), up to a maximum of two results if the side has attended a World Open during the qualification period, or;
iii. latest Regional Open(s) up to a maximum of three results if the side has not attended a World Open during the qualification period. 

4. Qualification for 2018
Results from events in 2017 will have a direct impact on competition events in 2018. 

If a side achieves a top three (1st to 3rd) result at each of the Regional Championships in 2017, they will receive an entry slot for the equivalent event at the 2018 World Championships. 

If a side finishes 1st in each of the Regional Opens in 2017, they will receive an entry slot for the equivalent event their own region’s World Open in 2018. 


5. Event Allocation
The competition system will operate on an allocation based qualification system which the BISFed Competition Committee will co-ordinate centrally. 

Any side which expresses an interest in a BISFed competition will receive at least one slot for at least one event in the current calendar year. A side (i.e. a Team, a Pair or an Individual) may only be allocated to a maximum of four events in any calendar year

The BISFed Competition Committee will use the following principles to allocate sides to an event, subject to specific event criteria which is listed under points 6, 7 and 8. 
a) member nation’s expression of interest in an event
b) member nation’s geographic location, if two events of the same type exist
c) member nation’s world ranking
d) a random draw from seeding pots determined by the factors listed above

6. 2017 Regional Championships
There will be three Regional Championships held in 2017. Entry to a Regional Championships will be primarily through world ranking position. Maximum number of athletes is still in negotiation with the different Host Organising Committee and will be confirmed shortly. 
a) Americas (incl. Africa)
b) Asia & Oceania
c) Europe

7. 2017 World Opens
There will be three World Opens in total during 2017, one held in each region. Entry to a World Open will be based upon:
a) six slots awarded to the highest ranked nations from the host region
b) three slots awarded to the highest ranked nations, not already qualified, from any region
c) one slot awarded to the host nation, if not already qualified OR allocated through an invitation process which will focus on ensuring the best quality event possible

8. 2017 Regional Opens
There will be one or two Region Opens per region in 2017. Where more than one Regional Open exists, entry to the Regional Open will be based upon a seeding pot method to ensure events of equal quality. 
a) The number of sides in a pot will be the same as the number of Regional Opens that will be held;
b) a side will be allocated to a seeding pot based on their current world ranking position;
c) a side will be allocated from each pot to one of the events based upon;
i. the higher ranked side’s preferred event,
ii. the higher ranked side’s entry in to other classes at the same event,
iii. the higher ranked side’s geographic location.  
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